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THE SPIRITUAL HOMETOWN OF THE JAPANESE IS NATURE
Bishop Junkun lmamura

ln front of my grave
Please do not cry
I am not there
I do not sleep
A thousand winds, I become a thousand winds
Blowing across
That sweeping sky

- Becoming a Thousand Winds

Since its release, the version of the song, Becoming A Thousand Winds, has sold more than 9 million singles.
Because temples advise people to "visit graves", I was asked if this song presents a conundrum of sorts. I did not know
the lyrics of the song very well, so I immediately borrowed a CD and took a listen. Based on a Native American poem -
the writer is unknown - this specific version was written and composed by Arai Mitsuru.

When I listened to the song, I suddenly remembered a time I had previously gone to someone's home for Obon
where I chanted sutras. A grandchild was talking to his grandfather -
Grandchild: During Obon, all the people who passed away come back home, right?
Grandfather: That's right. That's why we always clean and tidy up the Buddhist altar and offer a feast.
Grandchild: Hmmm... I thought so. Then if the people who died come home, there's nobody at the grave
Grandfather: No, yes. Ummm...

Now what do you think the proper answer is?

When people pass away, the physical body itself perishes, so the idea "because they are here, they are not there.
Because they were there, they were not here, " is not quite feasible. The idea that the physical body defines existence
does not seem to consider the function of the mind or of the heart.

No matter how many billions of people exist, gods and buddhas seem to appear where people have belief. ln ancient
Japanese thought, the Japanese believed that nature itself is god and that the spirit of the people who have left this
world passes through time and eventually returns to nature. This song seems to have retrieved this Japanese state of
mind that was forgotten.

OBON SERVICE, Sunday, July 23rd, 1:30 p.m.

Obon is a time to pay our respects to our departed family members. The Temple will
hold Obon service on Sunday, July 23rd at 1:30 p.m. During the service, families and
friends, who have lost a loved one since last year's Obon, will offer candlelight (Hatsubon
Kento). The special Segaki ritual and Goeika chanting will be performed. Obon prayer
application is enclosed with this newsletter and will also be available on the website
(www. koyasan betsu in.org).
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AOBA MATSURI, Sunday, June 18th, 1:30 p.m.

Kobo Daishiwas born in774 A.D. The Temple will hold Aoba Matsuriservice on Sunday,
June 18th at 1 :30 p.m. to celebrate our founder's birthday.

KOYASAN SUMMER FAMILY FESTIVAL, Sunday, June 25th, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The Koyasan Summer Family Festival, a fundraiser event, will be held at the Temple on
Sunday, June 25th. Doors will be open at '11:00 a.m. and close at 4:00 p.m. Bring your family
and friends to visit the food, game, and rummage sale booths. Goma service, which is held
on the last Sunday of the month, will be conducted at 1:30 p.m. Gomagi will be available to
offer prayers and wishes.

72nd MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR ATOMIC BOMB VICTIMS, Sunday, August 6th, 2:00 p.m.
"No more Hiroshima. No more Nagasaki"

A joint memorial service sponsored by the Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-Bomb Survivors Association (ASA) will be held
on Sunday, August 6th, at 2:00 p.m. The Temple has been the keeper of the Hiroshima Peace Flame from the
Hiroshima Peace Park in Japan since 1984. Please attend this service to prayforthe victims of nucleardiasasters
and for world peace.

JIZO BON AND OKURIBI SERVICE, Sunday, August 20th, 10:00 a.m.

At Jizo Bon, we show our gratitude to the Jizo statues for protecting our children.
Special tribute is made to Koyasu Jizo, guardian of aborted, miscarried, and stillborn
babies. A memorial service is held for the infants who died before birth or within the first
year of life. At Okuribi, a service is conducted to send off the sprits of loved ones back to
the other world after their yearly visit during Obon. Memorial tablets and talismans are
burned during the rite. The Temple will observe both Jizo Bon and Okuribi on Sunday,
August 20th, at 10:00 a.m.

PAST EVENTS

LABTF HANAMATSURI SERVICE, Saturday, April 8th

The Los Angeles Buddhist Temple Federation held the annual Hanamatsuri service at Nishi Hongwanji Temple on
Saturday, April 8th. Over 100 people attended and enjoyed listening to the violin music performance with Buddhist
chanting. The theme of the service was "The Sound of Enlightenment". The event was a great success because of
the support and donations from members of the Temples that participated. LABTF expresses their thanks and ask
for continual support in their future event. Mr. Michael Sakasegawa (Temple Cabinet member and Webmaster) and
Mr. Ryuichiro Nonomura (L.A. Koyasan Taiko member) represented Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin of L.A. at the service.

HANAMATSURI SERVICE, Sunday, April 9th

Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin held Hanamatsuri service on Sunday, April 9th.
Sweet tea was offered and poured by the congregation in celebration of
Shakyamuni Buddha's birthday.
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LITTLE TOKYO SPARKLE EVENT, May 13th

Members and friends of Koyasan participated in the Little Tokyo Sparkle event held on Saturday, May13th. There
were at least 300 participants who joined to cleanup Little Tokyo and to help sustain the 133 year old community.
The clean up involved scraping, sweeping, and brushing down sidewalks, streets and alleys while removing trash
and graffiti. Koyasan also participated in last year's Sparkle event held in November 2016.

Little Tokyo Sparkle, November 2016 Koyasan Joins Team D (First Street Clean-up)

William, Tony, Reggie and Brandon (Kouyakun Team)

Koyasan Members with Japanese Consul General,
Honorable Akira Chiba and Mrs. Yoko Chiba

t\t HARBOR PARENT'S DAY BREAKFAST, Sunday, May 14th

Harbor Koyasan members gathered at the King's Hawaiin Restaurant for their annual
Parent's Day breakfast and Rev. Ryuzen Hayashi conducted service at Harbor City Koyasan
Buddhist Church on Mother's Day, May '14th.

GENERAL NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENGLISH AND JAPANESE BUDDHIST CLASSES, Last Sunday of the Month

The Temple conducts English and Japanese Buddhist classes every month after Goma service at 3:15 p.m. Mr.
Jakuho (David) Weiser, who has been studying under Bishop Junkun lmamura, and Mr. Shinjo (Tony)Truong, who
has been studying under Bishop Emeritus Taisen Miyata, lead the English class. Bishop Junkun lmamura and Rev.
Ryuzen Hayashi lead the Japanese class. The basic teaching of Buddhism and other related subjects are covered.
The classes are opened to allwho are interested.
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TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT FUND

Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin of Los Angeles thanks all who have contributed to the Temple lmprovement Fund during
the recent membership drive. The funds are to help maintain and renovate the Temple's building and property.
Donation from the estate of the Late Mrs. Mieko Fujioka was used to establish the Fund.

Monies from the Fund are currently being used to repair the Temple's roof. This is a large project that involves
fixing the roof's structure. For the past years, the temple suffered from rain leakage. Mr. Edward Takahashi is
overseeing the roof project. Another project is renovation of the basement classrooms. New flooring has been
installed.

Aside from the roof and basement projects, the Temple has a wish list of repairs, renovations and improvements.
The Temple hopes to raise $500,000 to cover the costs. One of the items is installing a stair chair lift. This will make
the upstairs Daishi-Do more accessible to our older members. See the wish list at www.koyasanbetsuin.org.

The Temple asks for your continual support in contributing to the Temple lmprovement Fund.

$500,000

TEMPLE IMPROVEMENT FUND (as of May 1,2017)

$185,000

JOIN THE KOUYAKUN TEAM!

Members of the Temple formed the Kouyakun Team that serves to represent Koyasan and
participates in community and charity events. Last year, members ran the Long Beach 5K for
the Marrow Registry. The Team helped in the recent Little Tokyo Sparkle cleanup event. The
next activity will be the Tanabata Festival that will be held in Little Tokyo on the weekend of
August 19th. lf you are interested in joining, please contact brandon@koyasanbetsuin.org.
Friends and family are welcome.
*Kouyakun is the mascot of Koyasan at Mt. Koya, Japan.

CORRECTION - JIHO ISSUE 230

Ms. Patricia Nakayama won the first prize ($5001 in the Fall Fundraiser Drawing. We apologize for the error,
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