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A Happy New Year, 2024 (6th of Reiwa, the year of Dragon)

December 2023 -Issue No. 250

Happy New Year to you all!

At the beginning of the year 2024, I would like to extend my best wishes for the New Year and sincerely hope that this year will
be a fruitful one for all of you, and that you will be healthy in mind and body.

g e This year's Chinese zodiac sign is the Year of the Dragon. Let's
take a peek at what makes this "Year of the Dragon" so special.

The dragon is regarded as a divine beast in ancient Chinese
mythology and is a symbol of the emperor in China. For this reason,
the dragon is often attached to things associated with emperors, such
as the dragon face = the face of an emperor, the dragon robe = the
clothes of an emperor, the dragon shadow = the figure of an
emperor, etc Furthermore, the blue dragon is one of the deities
guarding the four directions, in addition tothe red sparrow, white
tiger, and brown turtle and is said to dwell in the water. It is said that
the dragon's cry can call storms and thunderclouds, and that it
ascends and flies as a tornado.

The dragon has nine physical characteristics: horns like a deer,
head like a camel, eyes like a demon, body like a snake, belly like a mirage (imaginary animal), scales like a carp, claws like a
hawk, palm like a tiger, ears like a cow, long beard, and a single upside-down scale under its chin. The dragon hates to be touched
by these scales, and it is said that if it is touched, it will fly into a rage.. It is also said that the year of the dragon is the year of
vigor, growth, and form. The dragon is the only imaginary creature among the twelve signs of the Chinese zodiac, and its image
of power and prosperity makes it a symbol of success and power, and symbolizes a year of growth.

What kind of year will this year's Dragon be, given the ongoing problems in Ukraine since 2022, Israel's invasion of Gaza last
year, and the many other conflicts that are piling up around the world? Whether this year's dragon will soar high into the sky and
play a role in our future growth, or whether it will be even more devastating to the world, even the gods in heaven do notknow.

How should we, as Buddhists, view such a world situation? There is no such thing as a "good war" or a "just war”. The
Dhammapada, which is said to convey the Buddha's words about conflict and the end of conflict, says: "At all times, in this life
and in the next, there is no good war.In this world, resentment is not appeased by resentment at any time. It is only by the absence
of resentment that resentment is appeased, and this is an eternal truth."

What the Buddha was trying to say in this sutra is that "retaliation only adds fuel to the fire of conflict, and the only way to stop
conflict is to deny conflict as a means of conflict resolution." Namu Daishi Henjo Kongo.

Bishop Yuju Matsumoto
Head Minister Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin of Los Angeles



FED TRE
e B LK 3 B
FE MICERS

HEk, DTELTEOTE ) TSVET,

2024 FEDOFEFAICY 7Y, FHATHEO ZHREZH L LiFE4Ldtic, 5FE ERERICED I LT, EVZW4E
Thy, DEELIEETHLNETHFELNLAEL T £7,

LAEOTRIFRFETTR, 20 [RIE] BEARFBERSTFERON, HrobilnThHEL X I,

ik, EPEOMEETHERE SN TWLOT, FETIEZEFOY VRV E LR TnET, TORD, EHE=W
LD, BR=WEOKR, EE=mLOLXRE, HEICEODLLIHLOIFEN S ZENEL, K EROETES
AWz Zebdh E9, BiomiE, W (FrE, KE. AR, ZR) o0& 2L S, KFITHEDREEDILTWET,
BOBEIFECRASCEELMES LN TE, BELBRSTHARLULRAMTLI S THET,

BEORIZIZ9 SO H O | AT, FUIEKEE, BIXW, Bd3ie, EIE (MG Loy, B3, e,
3R, B3Rt EWiz7<bzx, BITOTIC I KETFHIICAEZ =V (FXYA) B T, &
X Z ORI S D OB KRN T, b D EiEE L, il b OFRIEICET L ST ET,

RAEICIE, BERNENERICR > TRESEKEL, ERE EOIERLL L VbR TWADTY, £/, IHE) X+
XOHFTHE—ZE EDOAEZHTHY | BHHA A=V THREE L THEIRHEEROGE TH L Z Lnn, oS
WCRELSBEDLLF, BHVTREOFELE BWVbILTHNET,

ZI T, AFORITV T2V ED X S 725l > TP DTL X I D 2022 F bkl U7 7 A FHE, VEFEE
HLIARTZNVDOHPRK, ZDME L OGP HERPTILFEL TWET, SFEOFENE Y FEIZR - TRE < TRA
LT, Fx ORKAORRENZ—EE S OD>, 8o MO W iy CRIZERA e RESIZ e o> T <o, T2k
AREOHMTEIZ ORI ETHDL EENET,

BT BT, 2O L) RREREZ LD X IICERATZHNNOTL X 95, BHEAEIC THWkg) < TE
TOWF] LWVIHIEDIE—DERVDTT, FNEHFVOKEIZONT, REBOSEL{EZ TWDHEEbiLD [1EA)
Bl Ik HICE>TVET,

(DR BHEZ S, ZOWTIE, RAFTRAICL S THESLZ LT, RARXICL - TZHIRATHESD, =
NITKEOEHTH D, |

ZOBREOFTEBRNIENERL O & INT0IE, FREITFVOKICHEZESTETTHY, F0E o HME—0
FEE, RO FEE L THWERETHIETHD, ] LWVWH I ELROTT, A%

e e~~~ e~~~ e~ e ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~—

Koyasan Traditional New Year's Decorations

Good luck “Eginu” is in available now for the Year of the Dragon
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Treasure ship $ 15 per piece. Dragon $15 per piece.
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Temple Events — 2023

Fall Ohigan Service
On September 17, the "Autumn Higan Memorial Service" was held at the Betsuin. Since last year, we have been able to hold
a Mizu-muke (pour water) in front of the Jizo statue as an offering to our ancestors, which has been greatly appreciated by the
visitors. The fact that everyone is happy making offerings is the best proof that your ancestors are happy. The names of the
ancestors of those who applied for the service and the names of the deceased were read out and prayed for during the memorial
service. After the sermon, those who had ordered a wooden stupa were given the stupas to offer in front of the Mizu-Muke Jizo

statue and make a water offering for their ancestors.
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Bishop Shunnga Kiryu, Director, International Bureau
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On October 15, the Koyasan Betsuin held the "110th Anniversary of the Koyasan Shingon Mission in North America” .
Archbishop Taishin Imagawa, and other important officers from Kongobu-ji, the head temple of the Koyasan Shingon Sect
including Bishop Kiryu of the International Bureau and Bishop Takei of the Finance Bureau were invited from Kongonu-Ji. The
group was accompanied by performances from the Koyasan Kongo Ryu Goeika Association, the Koyasan Religious Dance
Association, and Kado Koyasan, the Koyasan Flower Arrangement association in addition to the Daihannya Tendoku Service, a
600-volume reading of the Obaku Tetsugen version of the Daihannya-kyo Sutra.

October 13 (Friday)
Koyasan Flower Arrangement Ikekomi
The Flower Arrangement Teachers, led by
Bishop Koshun Yamagata, head of the Koyasan
Flower Arrangement Association and staff of the
Head Temple's Teaching Mission Division left the
hotel at 4:45 a.m. and headed for the Los Angeles
flower market by special bus. The Los Angeles
flower market is one of the largest flower markets
in the world, where flowers are gathered from all
over the world, including flowers that cannot be
seen in Japan. The group carefully selected
flowers suitable for flower arrangements,
purchased two pickup truckloads of flowers, and
immediately set about creating flower arrangements at the Betsuin and the Japanese American Cultural and Community Center.

Kado Koyasan flower laying ceremony by Bishop Koshun Yamagata

At the Betsuin, a "five-tiered flower arrangement" was placed in front of the main image. At the JACCC, vases were arranged
in the gallery of the flower exhibition hall, and the head flower arranger and other faculty members arranged the flowers with
excellent coordination and deftness.

October 14 (Saturday) Ribbon-cutting Ceremony and Rehearsal

The 15 members of the Koyasan High School
Religious Department arrived at Los Angeles
International Airport in the morning and were treated to
lunch by the Betsuin Women's Association upon arrival
at the Betsuin and immediately began preparations for
the Daihannya Tendoku Service the following day.

At 11:00 a.m., a ribbon-cutting ceremony was held in
front of the JACCC to mark the opening of the flower
arrangement exhibition, dance, poetry, and flower
arrangement classes, with the following presen:
Archbishop Imagawa, Religious Director; Mr. Takei,
Director of Finance; Bishop. Kiryu, Director of
International Affairs; Ms. Yamagata, Director of
Flower arrangement; Ms. Shimizu, President of the
Koyasan Kongo School of Goeika; Mr. Komurasaki,
Grand Master of the Koyasan Religious Dance
Association; and Ms. Watts, President of the JACCC.
The Koyasan Special Flower Exhibition, Koyasan Kado Flower Arrangement Class, Kongo School Poetry Workshop, and
Koyasan Religious Dance Workshop were also held.

At the Koyasan Betsuin, on the other hand, the main hall was solemnized in preparation for the main event the next day, with
the cooperation of Koyasan staff, former and present ministers of the Betsuin, and a rehearsal was held. Thirteen religious studies
students from Koyasan High School received special training in the Dainhannya Tendoku service under the guidance of Reverend
Kaminishi Ryozen (Abbot of Saishoin Temple in Okayama Prefecture and member of the religious council), who would serve as
the taiko master for the ceremony.

Daihannya Tendoku by Koyasan High School students



October 15 (Sunday) 110th Anniversary Service

At 9:30 a.m., a photo was taken with officials from
Kongobu-Ji, the visiting group of ministers, including
former and present Kaikyoshi, Koyasan High School
students, and congregation.

At 9:45, the bell rang to signal the start of the service, and
all participating minsters gatthered in the Daishido hall on
the second floor of the Betsuin in preparation.

The procession was divided into two lines at the front of
the Betsuin's main hall, and after chanting "Roji-no-Ge" the
procession was again united into one line, which entered the
hall solemnly and proceeded to the inner sanctuary while the
"Iroha Uta" was chanted by the Koyasan Kongo Ko
America Betsuin branch members.

|

Great performance by Kongo Ryu Goeika instructors!

At the beginning of the servicee, the Koyasan Religious Dance
Society offered a performance of "Kongo". Six young women from
the U.S. Betsuin, were adorned in Chihaya costumes and offered
"Lantern Flowers" before the principal deity of the Betsuin while the
priests chanted the Rishu-kyo Sutra. A flower offering ceremony was
followed led by the head of the Koyasan Kado flower arrangement
school, Ms. Yamagata, and the faculty members.

Then the Hannya Shingyo (Heart Sutra) was chanted to the
accompaniment of the dynamic taiko drumming (by Reverend Ryuzen
Kaminishi), and the Daihannya Tendoku service finally got underway.
The local parishioners who attended the service were moved by the
beautiful sound of the chanting which they were hearing for the first

] > i Offerings by Young Women Volunteers in LA
time, and some even had tears in their eyes.

The audience was immediately enlivened by the energetic voices of the high school students chanting, "Dai-han-nya-haramitachi

"

kyo, ...

Goma Ceremony by Rev. Goto, Deputy International Former Ministers of the Betsuin and Ministers from
Bureau Japan Participate in the Service



The proceedings followed with chanting of various mantras and dedication of prayers and concluded with another performance
by the Koyasan Religious Dance Association with the Koyasan Kongo Ko Goeika gropu dedicating the "Gobyo-mae" dance.
Richard Narumi (President of the U.S. Betsuin), representing Daishi followers living on the North American continent, gave
an address of thanks to the foreign visitors from Japan at the conclusion of the service.

110th Anniversary Ceremony

Splendid Dances by Koyasan Religious Dance Society
+

The ceremony Commemorating the “110th Anniversary of the Koyasan Shingon Mission in North America," which followed
the service, opened with the dedication of "Henjo-son" by the Koyasan Religious Dance Association and the Koyasan Kongo-ryu
Goeika group, followed by a congratulatory address by Abbot Hasebe Shindo, the head of Kongobu-ji and chief abbot of Koyasan
Shingon-shu, which was read by Archbishop Taishin Imagawa on behalf of the participants in the hall. (To be published in a
separate article)

Next, the Honorable Kenko Sone, Consul General of Japan at the Consulate General of Japan in Los Angeles, delivered a
congratulatory message, followed by a congratulatory message from Reverend William Briones, President of the Los Angeles
Buddhist Temple Federation (LABTF), read by Reverend. Junkyo Murakami, Jodo Shinshu Hongwan-ji Los Angeles Betsuin.

Certificate of Appreciation from Bishop Kiryu, Hon. Kenko Sone, Consul General of Japan in Los Angeles
Director of International Affairs 6



The Director of the International Bureau, Bishop Shunga Kiryu, then presented letters of appreciation from Kongobu-Ji to
those who have contributed over the years to the establishment of our religion on the North American continent and to the
protection and management of the temples where our religion has been practiced. (To be published in a separate article)

The recipients of the Certificate of Appreciation are as follows

Koyasan Betsuin
The late Bishop Seytsu Takahashi (the 4th Betsuin Shukan),
Received on behalf by: Ms. Frances Nakamura (the recipient's eldest daughter),

The late Bishop Ryosho Sogabe (the 5th Betsuin Shukan)
Received on behalf by: Mr. Takafumi Sogabe (the recipient's eldest son),

Northern California Koyasan Keigenji Temple
The late Mr. Hatsuno Sunahara (Founder of Keigenji Temple)
Received on behalf by: Mr. Ben Sunahara (grandson of the recipient),

The late Ms. Rie Yamamoto (founder of Keigenji Temple),
Received on behalf by: Ms. Karen Yamamoto (granddaughter of the recipient)

Seattle Koyasan Buddhist Church
Mrs. Akiko Narisawa (long standing member)
Received on behalf by: Rev. Taijo Imanaka (Chief Minister of Seattle Koyasan)

The late Mr. Haruo Kajiwara (former President of the Board)
Received on behalf by: Mr. Idris Beauregard (President of Seattle Koyasan)

The late Mrs. Masako Nagano (former chairperson of the Women's Association of Koyasan),
Received on behalf by: Mr. Idris Beauregard (President of Seattle Koyasan)

JACCC Art Director
Mr. Hirokazu Kosaka (for his many years of dedicated service to the U.S. Betsuin).

Mr. Edward Takahashi (eldest son of the late Bishop Seytsu Takahashi).
Presented to Mr. Edward Takahashi for his donation of Rishu-kyo Scrolls to Shingon Buddhism U.S.A.

Following the certificate of appreciation ceremony, there was a dedication of the congratulatory dance "Hoetsu Kangi no
Gowasan" to celebrate the successful conclusion of the Service and ceremony. The mood of the ceremony reached its climax with
the dance performed by all the members of the Koyasan Religious Dance Association and the chanting by all the Koyasan Kongo
Ryu chanting teachers, with some in the audience singing along.

The ceremony concluded with a few words of thanks from Richard Narumi, President of the Koyasan Betsuin.

Luncheon at the Japanese Garden of the JACCC

The 110th Anniversary Luncheon was held at the Japanese Garden of the JACCC for all the service participants from Japan
and the local congregation. The atmosphere was peaceful and relaxed, a chance to celebrate after the service. The event began
with words of gratitude from Bishop Kiryu from Koyasan, followed by introductions of guests from Japan and local attendees by
Bishop Yuju Matsumoto of the Koyasan Betsuin.

The fun-filled party concluded with the Sanbon-jime by Rev. Yuei Goto, Deputy Director General of the International Bureau.
Each table was decorated with centerpieces arranged by Koyasan flower arrangement teachers and at the end of the party, all the
flowers were taken home as souvenirs by those who wished to take them home.
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October 16  Fun for High School Students

On October 16, after their participation in the 110" Anniversary celebration, , the religious studies students from Koyasan
High School took the Los Angeles subway to Universal Studios and enjoyed the attractions to the fullest until closing time,
spending a meaningful time.

October 18  Conclusion of Festivities
After completing the 110" Anniversary celebrations, the remaining staff members from the head temple stopped by the Betsuin
before departure, chanted at the main hall, and departed for Los Angeles International Airport to fly back to Osaka.

Congratulatory Message for the Service and Ceremony Commemorating
the 110th Anniversary of the North American Mission

On the occasion of the 110th anniversary of the mission to North America, I would like to offer my congratulations.

In 1909, Rev. Shutai Aoyama, under the orders of His Holiness Abbot Yuhan Mitsumon of Koyasan, landed in the port of San
Francisco to inspect the religious situation and Shingon Missionary Work in North America, marking the first step of our
missionary work in North America. This was the first step of our mission to North America  Later, in 1910, he went to work on
a plantation in San Jose, California. I am told that he began his missionary work with a picture of Odaishi-sama hanging in the
room where he lived.

In 1912, he moved to Los Angeles, and in 1912, he and his followers erected a small building on the outskirts of Los Angeles,
where he received a scroll from Koyasan Head Temple with a painting of Odaishi-sama. He established "Koyasan Daishi Church"
as a base for missionary work in the United States.

The missionary activities that followed are beyond description, and I can only imagine how hard his efforts must have been.
Since then, through the efforts of many Ministers, Members, and others involved, 110 years have passed, and we are able to
celebrate today's Service and Ceremony.

I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to Bishop Yuju Matsumoto of Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin of Los Angeles,
President Mr. Richard Narumi, members of the Board and Cabinet, and all others involved for their efforts up to today.

This year marks the 1,250th anniversary of the birth of Kobo-Daishi. At Koyasan, we held Great Services from May 14 to July 9
to celebrate the birth of Odaishi-sama.

Not only Japanese parishioners but also many foreign visitors came to Koyasan. This reminded me once again of the greatness
of Odaishi-sama's legacy.




I would also like to thank you again for the donation of money to celebrate the birth of Odaishi-sama from Beikoku Betsuin in
July this year.

I would like to conclude my congratulatory address by asking for the continued support of all of you gathered here today and all
those involved in the mission for the next 150 to 200 years.

I would like to extend my congratulations to you all.

Chief Abbot of Kongobuji Temple

High Priest of the Koyasan Shingon School
Abbot Shindo Hasebe

Delivered by Archbishop Taishin Imagawa

e~~~ e~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~  ~ ~ ~ ~—

I respectfully address myself to Dainichi Nyorai, the Master of the
Teaching of Shingon School, and to the sages of both the Vajrayana and
| Gharba Gosha realms. In particular, I address myself to Mavairochana
‘ Tathagata, the principal deity of this temple, and to Kobo-Daishi, who has
entered into eternal Meditation. And to all the three treasures that are
omnipresent in this universe.

The Great Prajnaparamita Sutra is the mother of the wisdom of the three
generations of Buddhas (past, present, and future), and is the raft that saves
all sentient beings from suffering.

The teaching of Prajnaparamita, "Emptiness is not different from matter,"
enables sentient beings to emerge from the darkness of the long night.

And because "Matter is not different from emptiness," sentient beings can
enter the state of Nirvana.

Furthermore, when “Prajna” is praised, the heavenly deities living in the
upper worlds come to praise it, and when Prajna's wonderful teachings are
addressed, sentient beings living in the lower worlds soar to their ears.

Thus, when the wind of detachment from all attachments blows, all
sentient beings living in kama-dhatu and riipa-dhatu can be spared from the
suffering of the five signs that appear just before death, which comes at the
end of long life.

In addition, when moistened by the wonderful water that gives all wisdom,
all the dragon deities living in the inner and outer seas can be weaned from
the sorrow caused by the physical pain of the three fevers.

In addition, the good medicine of immortality in Mount Horai can
extinguish the waves of the ocean for ten thousand miles.
The wondrous action of immortality in the heavens covers the clouds of the thousand-mile-long Blue Mountain.

Therefore, everyone can reach his or her desire, and any person can accomplish his or her wish.

111 years ago, the Rev. Shutai Aoyama, the first minister of the Koyasan Shingon sect in North America, established the Koyasan
Daishi Church in Los Angeles, after enduring many hardships and difficulties that are beyond description. This was the beginning
of our missionary work on the North American continent. Since then, more than sixty successive missionaries have continued to
protect the temple and the Buddhist Dharma, and today the missionary work of Koyasan Shingon Esoteric Buddhism in North
America is flourishing and the light of the Shingon Dharma is shining here.

Kobo-Daishi said, "The teachings of Buddha are spread by people.



Looking back on the history of the propagation of Esoteric Shingon Buddhism, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude on
behalf of the Koyasan Shingon Shu for the great work that has been accomplished over the past 100 years of hardship and suffering
by all the ministers and other Daishi followers who lived and are living in the United States.

This year also marks the celebration of the 1,250th anniversary of the birth of Kobo-Daishi.

Therefore, today, we are pleased to welcome the delegations of the North American Diocesan Ministers of Koyasan Shingon Sect,
the officers of the Koyasan Kongo Buji Head Temple, the Kongo-Ryu Goeika Representative, Kado Koyasan Flower Arrangement
Representative, and the Representatives of Koyasan Religious Dance Association, as well as past ministers, and many Daishi
followers from all over the U.S.

We reverently solemnize the altar area, chant Sanskrit Gatha, practice the secret teachings of Yoga, and perform the Great Service
of recitation of the six hundred scrolls of the Mahaprajiaparamita Sutra. This service is performed to pray for the further
development of Shingon Esoteric Buddhism for the next 100 years. It is a great honor for us to be able to perform this service, and
we are very excited to be able to participate in the grand ceremony of the North American Diocese today.

Therefore, we pray for the following.
First, we would like to express our gratitude to all the ministers for their tremendous missionary activities to date, and second,
we pray for the further growth and development of our overseas missionary activities.

We pray that you, Great Master Kobo-Daishi, will look down through a scope from the clouds of Tusita, the Tosotsu-Ten, where
you are currently practicing the Dharma, and watch over us.

May all beings be in harmony and all people be happy.

May the sun and moon be clear and bright, and may the wind and rain rotate in their proper time.
May the Dharma pleasure be doubled for Kobo-Daishi.

May the mountains be tranquil and may esoteric Buddhism flourish even more.

May all the Buddhists in the ten directions be safe in their homes and may they all live long lives.
May all sentient beings in the world benefit equally.

October 15", 2023

The Prayer dedicated by Archbishop Taishin Imagawa
The Archbishop of Koyasan Shingon Mission
The Executive Director of Kongo Buji Head Temple

e e~~~ e~~~ s  ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

DHARMA TALK by Bishop Shunga Kiryu

Hello everyone. My name is Bishop Shunga Kiryu, Officer in
charge of the Educational Department of Koyasan Shingon |
Mission and Director of the International Bureau. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank you for your kind attention. First of
all, I would like to congratulate you on the 110th anniversary of
the Koyasan Shingon Missionary in North America. I would like
to extend my sincere congratulations to you.

Although it is easy to say that it has been one hundred and ten
years, the history of Koyasan Shingon Buddhism in the United
States has been a long and difficult one.

It is said that Rev. Shutai Aoyama, a young Shingon priest,
founded Koyasan Daishi Church in Elysian Park, Los Angeles, in
1912.

The church moved from Elysian Park to a new location twice, - ¢
eventually finding a site in the center of the Japanese district, where it became the Koyasan North American Betsuin three years
before World War I1.

Koyasan Shingon Sect and the head temple are very grateful and honored to be able to continue its activities as a central and
important presence in the Japanese community to this day.

The history of Koyasan Shingon Buddhism on the North American continent is also the history of the Koyasan North American
Betsuin.
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Kobo-Daishi, Odaishi-sama, the founder of Shingon Buddhism, brought the teachings of Esoteric Buddhism, which he received
them directly from Keika Wajo in the Tang Empire, now China, to Japan, determined to save the people of Japan in response to
his Master's legacy. He brought the teachings back to Japan and brought happiness to many people.

The inexhaustible vow of the Master, "Saiseiri-jin," lives on with him even after Odaishi-sama has entered into eternal zen

meditation, and his vow has been passed down through the generations.
On the North American continent, as many as sixty successive Ministers have defended the Shingon teachings, spearheading
Keika-Ajari's directive to spread esoteric Buddhism to the East. It is no exaggeration to say that the prosperity of the Koyasan
Shingon Mission in North America today is the fruit of the blood, sweat, and tears of all of you who live and have lived in the
United States, who have stubbornly believed in and upheld the teachings of the Odaishi-sama.

The celebration puja held today at the Koyasan American Betsuin was a service to offer thanks and gratitude to Odaishi-sama
and the successive generations of ministers on the North American continent, and to pray for the further protection and development
of the missionary work on the North American continent and its continued prosperity in the future. And we also prayed for world
peace.

Through the merits of this wonderful service, we pray for the blessings of Odaishi-sama to the members of the temples in the
U.S. and to all those who believe in Odaishi-sama. I also pray with all my heart for your continued happiness and the deepening
of your faith.

Namu Daishi Henjo Kongo

Tour Members from the Head Temple 4< LI B4R Ef — 1Tk

ENITECS=| TR A Z fE1E Archbishop Taishin Imagawa
Officers R YrdeakEs o fEIE Bishop Seihan Takei
Vi kR Mrs. Etsuko Takei
R WA fEE Bishop Shunga Kiryu
[E R R R TR AR i E Rev. Eiyu Goto
R ke THAKRERE  fHE Bishop Kyoyu Shinizu
Goeika Ak e H R f&1E Rev. Kenei Iwata
AIEHE VEREFHE fBIE Rev. Shuken Sato
e A =2 i E Rev. Ryuko Kusumoto
= 5 /K EIE fEIE Rev. Zenyu Shimizu
SRR INERETF S Grand Master Makiko Komurasaki
Goeika Dance =S s Grand Master Akemi Miyoshi
sRET ek Grand Master Masako Yoshihara
TR T S Grand Master Keiko Kondo
FEFHHER e Grand Master Yuju Nakano
HE1H Heps LTINS (=ns Bishop Koshun Yamagata
Koyasan Flower Arrangement = oz 1| e Master Yukari Iwasaki
(URAGIN: S e Master Koyu Takezawa
BARB Ak Master Ekan Tanimoto
RS R Master Anna Totoki
(AL S Rt Master Masako Ichikawa
BRIV S Master Yayoi Tanimoto
S5 - i NEE =2 EfERE LY fEIE Rev. Ryutai Takahashi
Honorary Participants [E 752 5- mHEME  EIE Rev. Shinkai Matsui
WmHE B Mrs. Chikai Matsui
[SEE 258 PR EE MIE Rev. Shozen Nakatani
mE LR TR PR ek Prof. Kayoko Ito
AP LR FHR  HRABT  kE Prof. Atsuko Morimoto
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Rev. Shozen Nakatani
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54=] HERR R H -8 &1k Rev. Seiken Inoue
Staffs EBIEE SR FF £k Mr. Hiroshi Sowa
H BRI fE1E Rev. Koho Hoshijima
BER rink®  HEE Rev. Shuko Shinji
AR HEMRR  [EE Rev. Shoten Meguro
[l B FREwe - fHIE Rev. Jijun Inaba
Priests From Japan FEE25{& 1E

ER EE MEIE I S HBE HiE EB HBE
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Daikokuten Matsuri

On Sunday, October 22, 2023, the annual "Daikokuten-jin
Matsuri" was held at the Betsuin. Daikokuten is a Buddhist deity
~ named Mahakala in Sanskit, who was a wild Indian deity who is
__ believed by many to bestow good fortune and treasures. He is also
the deity worshipped in the kitchens and dining rooms of temples.

Together with the participants, we prayed for Daikokuten's
blessings by loudly chanting the Daikokuten mantra "On maka
karaya sowaka" and "Sen Hyaku Banrai / Shobai Hanjo”, “Ten
thousand guests, ten thousand comings, prosperous business".
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On November 12, 2023, the "Shichi-Go-San Prayer Service" was held at the
Betsuin.
The service was led by Bishop Yuju Matsumoto and the Betsuin Kyokai Kyoshi,
who prayed for the healthy growth and health of the children and blessed the
children after conclusion of the service.

On both days, photographer Alan Miyatake was available for those who wanted
to have their pictures taken and took wonderful commemorative photos with his
professional skills.
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DECEMBER 17, 2023
DECEMBER 31, 2023

JANUARY 1 -3, 2024
JANUARY 1

JANUARY 2

JANUARY 3

JANUARY 21
JANUARY 28

In regard to attending the service

Only temple members that have paid membership dues can reserve seats for the New Years’ Service. Reservations can
be made by email or phone. Please contact Regina at lakoyasan@yahoo.com or 213-624-1276. Since the number of seats
is limited, please reserve as early as possible. Please note that the doors to the main hall will be closed promptly at 10:00

Future Events

CARIEDRHY £ X

1:30 PM
4:00 PM

9:30AM - 4:00PM
10:00 AM

11:30 AM
12:30 AM
2:00 PM
3:30 PM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
12:30 PM
2:00 PM
3:30 PM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
1:30 PM
1:30 PM
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OSAME -DAISHI & GOMA PRACTICE
YEAR-END SERVICE

HATSUMODE

NEW YEAR’S DAY SHU-SHO E GOMA SERVICE

(W/MOCHI PRESENTATION)
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE

TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
NEW YEAR’S DAY GOMA SERVICE
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
GOMA SERVICE

TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
GOMA SERVICE

TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
HATSU-DAISHI & GOMA PRACTICE
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING



am or earlier if the main hall is filled to capacity. Temple members will also receive a Hamaya from the Betsuin on New
Year’s Day.

The end of the year and the beginning of the new year are full of events at the temple. Each event has an important meaning.
Please spend the end of the year being thankful for the year that is passing, hopeful for the year to come, and grateful for the fact
that we are alive today.
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Hoshi Matsuri Grand Goma Prayer

February 4, 2024 (Sunday)

This is the way to Open Your Own Luck for Happiness
""Shingon Esoteric Ritual: Hoshi Matsuri”
Turn misfortune into good fortune

If you want to increase your "luck' and make your wishes come true, please apply!

Hoshi Matsuri is a traditional event to pray for good luck by purging the year's bad luck.

It is said that Yaku (evil) is a turning point in one's life where misfortune and hindrance can easily befall one's body, and there is
a custom to pray for the elimination of bad luck. We will pray at Hoshi Matsuri for the entire family’s safety in the coming year
and to increase their luck and good fortune.

For more information, please refer to the forthcoming Hoshi Matsuri form and application.
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Spring Higan Service
March 17, 2024 (Sunday)

Although we cannot do anything daily,
we offer a memorial service for our ancestors with all our blessings.
To my parents and ancestors, I offer my Gassho

We hope that we will be able to welcome you to the temple for you to visit on this springtime Higan, a day to make offerings
to our ancestors to express your gratitude to the Buddha and to our ancestors for all that we have been given.
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Annual Membership

The temple continues to appreciate the members who renew their membership annually. Membership dues play a very important
role in allowing the Betsuin to have the resources to support the daily operations and maintenance of this temple. Membership dues
are payable at the time of application and membership in the temple is valid for a 12-month term that begins on April 1% and ends
on March 31% of the following year. The amount of membership dues remain the same throughout the year and is not prorated even
if you joined for less than 12 month term.

This temple is a member-based temple, and it is only through the members who pay the annual membership fee that we are able
to maintain the temple. Therefore, we rely on the cooperation of everyone.
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